Connecting an ASP.NET-form to a database

Connecting an ASP.NET form created with ExcelEverywhere to a database is very easy.
We will do it in 3 steps:
1. Calculate and save the form contents into a database.

2. Retrieve previous entered data from the database, show it in the form and let the

user edit it and recalculated and save it again
3. Show all submitted entries so that we can click on them to edit them.

Part 3: Show all entries in a clickable list

We use the Data Form Wizard of Visual Studio 2003 to create a list view of all entries.
Select File-Add new item and select Data Form Wizard.

First you will hagve to select type of database provider. Select Microsoft Jet 4.0 OLE DB
Provider.

Bf Data Link Properties |
Provider |Cunnectiun I Advanced I Al I

Select the data you want to connect to:

OLE DB Provider(s) -

FtpRecordset OLE DB Provider
MediaCatalogDB OLE DB Provider
MediaCatalogMerged DB OLE DB Provider
MediaCatalogWeb DB OLE DB Provider
Microzoft 1SAM 1.1 OLE DB Provider
Microsoft Jet 4.0 OLE DB Provider
Microsoft OLE DB Provider For Data Mining Services
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for DTS Packages
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Indexing Service
Microsoft OLE DE Provider for Intemet Publishing
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for ODBC Drivers
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Olap Services 8.0
Microzsoft OLE DB Provider for Oracle

Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Outlook Search —
Microgoft OLE DB Provider for SQL Server

Microsoft OLE DB Simple Provider

M5DataShape |

oK Cancel |  Hep |

And select the database file called FillFromDB.mdb in the bin-directory


http://update-asp-net-form-24.htm/
http://update-asp-net-form-24.htm/
http://save-asp-net-to-database-14.htm/

Select Access Database
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Select the arrival table



Data Form Wizard |

Choose tables or views

The tables or views you choose will determine which columns will be
available to display on your form.

Thewizard creates a data adapter to populate the dataset from available tables or
views, If you pick more than one item, you can establish a relationship between them in
the next step.

What item (or items) do you want to access?

Available item{s]: Selected item(s):
5----Tables E_l--T._aI:uIes
L Views - earrival
L Views
<]
Cancel | < Back | Mext = | Einizh |

Let us include the (empty) password

Do you want to include the password in the connection string?

The password is saved as cleartext andis readablein the source code and the compiled assembly.

Don'tinclude password | Cancel | Help |

=]|

And you will get a form like this:



NET [design] - DataForml.aspx

Debug Data  Format  Table Frames Tools  ReSharper  Window  Help
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fmarri\ral departure hours name today2
0 0 0 abe abe
0.1 0.1 0.1 abe abe
02 0.2 0.2 abe abe
03 0.3 03 abe abe
0.4 0.4 0.4 abc abc

@;- oleDbConnectionl PR, oleDbDataAdapterd 53 obifillfromdb1

Delete mode entry from connection string if you use the Data Form Wizard: ;vode=share
Deny None’ from connection string. Or Mode=Read

Also make sure that the arrival table is not opened in Access or in the Server Explorer, or
otherwise you will get errors like:



) DataForm1 - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit Wew Favorites Tools Help | -
Peack - () - \ﬂ @ __;j | ,,'__ ) Search xj:,\_» Favorites -@3| - :F >
Address @hﬁp: /flocalhost/FilFromDB DataForm 1.aspx | EJse |Lnks *
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The Microsoft Jet database engine cannot open the file —

'CInetpub'wwwroot FillFromDB \bin' FillFromDE mdb'_ It is alreadv opened

exclusively by another user, or you need permission to view its data.

Load |
|&] Done I_ I_ I_ I_ I_ |«.J Local intranet

Right-click and select property builder. I have reordered the columns.

Most importantly, I created a hyperlink column for the name field. I set the URL format
string to time_report?serialno={0} and the URL field to serialno. This will make the
DataGrid create urls like time report?serialno=1, time_report?serialno=2 etc under each
TOW.

When the user clicks on the name, our form created with ExcelEverywhere will be
opened and the data will be read from the database.
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masterDataGrid Properties
[ General
[T Create columns automatically at run time
£ Columns | :
Column list
% Paging Available columns: Selected columns:
A4 Format =3 Data Fields - Name - &
Borders s {Ml_ Fields) = | El Today
-] arrival (=] arrival +
& departure [Z] Departure | T
; E hours ;I n LB >
HyperLinkColumn properties
Header text: Footer text:
INamE I
Header image: Sort expressian:
| | | =] ¥ visible
Text: URL:
Text field: IRL field:
Iname j Iserialnu:u j
Text format string: URL format string:
I Itime_repcurt.aspx?serialnl:u={lil}
Target:
| =
Convert this column into a Template Column
K I Cancel Spmly Help
Tips:

Sometimes the MDB file gets locked by the webserver, especially during debugging in

Visual Studio 2003. Therefor, I have a bat-file on ,my desktop with the lines

net stop w3svc
net start w3svc

It restarts 1IS.

A complete sample run:

Start DataForm1.aspx and press Load



) DataForm1 - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit WView Favorites Tools Help | -f
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Address @htn:::fﬂu:u:alhu:ust.'FiIIFru:umDB;"DataF-:urml.aspx j Go | Links **
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Load |

Name Date Arrival Departure Hours
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) DataForm1 - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit WView Favorites Tools Help | i f
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Address @ http: /ocalhost/FillFromDE/DataForm 1. aspx j Go | Links **

=
Load |
Name Date Arrival Departure Hours
John Smith 12/3/2004 8 18 10
Eliza Frasier 12/3/2004 9 17 8
=
|@ Done I_ I_ I_ I_ I_ |‘:i Local intranet i

Click on the John Smith text and the time report form will open with the data filled in.



a Report working hours - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit WView Favorites Tools Help
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Address @ http: flocalhostFillFromDE fime_report. aspx?serialno =8 j Go Links **
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Name [lohn Smith
Today  |12/3/2004
Arrival G j
Departure |21 j
Hours 13
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Update Submit | Exccel Everywhere
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If you edit the values, press save and the go back to DataForm1.aspx, you see your
changes.

Conclusion

We showed how to create a list view using the Data Form Wizard and how listviews

easily can generate urls that open up our ASP.NET-page created with ExcelEverywhere.




